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il .'.'f N ) ) 4 ; ' In a big bowd beat cream cheese, butter, and  the dough and, with the rim of a drinking
J ewpe rSta r g - . : sugar together with an eleciric miver unt! glass, cut out cookies. Spoon 1 <sp. of blue-
Wi fluffy. On low speec add flour; bea: uniil bermy jam into cenver of circle anc pinch
- - - h - . . g ¥ just cembined. Add vandla and lemon zest up the sides irto familiar hamantaschen
* < and knead into the cookie cough by hand shape. Mix egg vol< with 3 teaspoon or
el : - ™ Dwide dough nto tree peces, flaften 2ach  two of water; brush dough with egg wash,
;h £ : : . - seChion into a cisk, ard wiap with plastic Eake until hamantaschar are golden brown,
» Y cel eb rates P u rlh‘] wap. Placa in refngeator for at least 20 about 15 minutes. Recipe yelds about 2
- minutes. Preneat oven 10 375 'F Working dozen.
s ' 'th F each dough portion one at a e, roll out
Wi : ﬁ*
T B . e - -
Song and Hamantaschen Where to See Mama Doni on Purim
Mama Don will perform on Sunday, February 28th at:
* 10:30 a.m., Bergen County YJCC, 605 Pascack Road, Washington
Township, 201-666-65610. Tickets: $12 mambers, $15 non-members.
* 4 pm., Congregation B'nai Israel, 160 Millburn Ave., Millburn. Tickets:
510 in advance (520 makimum/family), $12.50 at door (550 maximum/
family), 973-379-3811, ext. 11. Followed by Purim festivities; dinner

RACHEL HARKAAM

oni Laslolf Thomas was meant to
D“” this. She was born bo get up

on stage as Mama Doni, the
rany yiddishe answer to Mother
Goose, (U5 fate that her love of
Tuddaism, her experience with chil-
dren's media, a delight in all things
Yiddigh, her talent for construct-
ing kid’s rhymes, and an apprecia-
tien for a wide varizty of musical
styles all melded logether resulied
in the fun and whimsical tunes on
*Chanukah Fever,” "1 Love Herring and

other Fish Shticks,” and the very apropes “1 -J"‘, ‘.'
Lowe Purim.” ' ¥

Horn into a family of nice lewish doctors, »
bt wanting to sing, Doni was attracted to :‘ "
musical theater early on. performing In her
Hebrew schools production of Oldahamal
(Aleph, Kaf, Lamed!) and studying musical
theater at Brandeis and NYU, Taking a writing
class al the New School resulted in a notebook
full of D Seuss-style couplets and doymes with
a Jewish Nlavor. She worked for seven years at
a children’'s media company and, while there,
buwilt the first interactive media website for
Kids=which was to come in handy when con-
struzting her own bright and easy-to-navigate
welsite, wwwmamadoni.com.

Taking time off from interactive media
while living in Montclair with her husband
and two young children, loni was called in to
sing songs o her daughter’s Jewish preschool.
The head of the school was impressed by her
enerdy, creativity, and natural rapport with
the kids and instantly hired her to be the pre-
schoeol’s music teacher. “That's when the play
button was pushed,” says Thomas, and Mama
[Yoni was born,

In two weeks the songs came rocking and rolling
oul. She revisiled thal notebook filled with Jewish
rhiymes and set some of them to the variety of musical
styles that she enjoys-blusgrass (in Mamal Joni's world,
it's “Jewgrass™), disco, Latin, and hip-hop, Lo name just a
few. *1 toox secular music styles like regoae and dipped
them in a Jewish buckel.”

Before long Mama Doni had upwards of 200 songs
and was wondering: what next? Like the *Jlewperheroes”
she sings aboul, she took matters into her own hands

and recorded the songs inher kitchen, Next, she
sent off a demo CD to the International Jewish
Music Festival and was inviled to participate in
Amsterdam with her band., That's where Mama
Doni’s “urniguely inventive, playful, and joy-
ous songs” were awarded the Simcha prize,
She returned o the States with her bansd
to a full concert schedule thal tock her from
New York City to Los Angeles. A Mama Doni
concert is a treal for the whole family, from
buble right down to baby, Outfitted in her
trademark sunshine yellow jeans and tur-
quoise Tshirt, Mama Doni has the energy
of a fAve-year-old on Pixie Stix, She jumps,
she dances, she skips gleefully down the
ashes, all while belting out her fun and
funny songs about positive Jewish ider-
tity. Audience participation is politely

can't resist the hip and upbeat pace of
the show.
What keeps this Mama going when
shes far from home and missing her
twor Kidls b5 the thrill she gets when she
performs in front of a live andience, and bemng
able to feel o cross-generational connection She
gets great satisfaction from sharing yiddishisms
and Jewishness through her music, “seeing a
grandmother & mom, and Kid all rocking out-
that's what [ love!”
Purim s a big one for Mama Doni, from her
hamantaschen to her songs aboul hamataschen
(“Kooky Cookie™) to her admiration of Queen [s-
ther “the total Queen of Cool, and who was the big-
gest Jewperhero diva star ever! .. | always «md up
rockin’ a Queen Fsther costume with major pride
and loving every minute of it™). Below is her own
recipe for hamantaschen

Mama Doni's Berry Delish Hamantaschen

1 Boz. bar of cream cheese (reduced fat = hine), at oom
temparature

¥ . bufter, at room emperature

¥ €. sugar

2 ¢ all-purpose flour

1 t5p lemon zest

1 tsp vanilla extract

1 jar blueberry jgm

1 egp yolk

N demanded, and kids and grownups alike

available for purchase.
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Purim Events

Sunday, February 21

#Purim Fest, 12:30-3 pum., $20vfamily,
#5 each additional person, under 2
free. YMYWHA of North lersey, | Fike
Drive, Wayne, 9735850000, ext, 228;
vwwiymhanj.org. Activities here in-
cludle & children’s show, a costume
dance parly with Mr El, face
painting, nfatables, Shushan
=alon, and more, From 1 to
2 pm., storvteller bva
Grayveed will do a theat-
rical performance with
spontaneous role-play-
ing of Jewish folklore
for adulis and kids of all
ages,

*¥Pmdm Carnival, for all
ages, 10030 am., $15 kids
(free for ages 2 amd younger), $20
adult. ¥nd 3rest ¥ 1395 Lexington
Avenue, Manhattan, 2124 155500;
www a2 ore, Masks, games, puppet
shows, and delicious treats are all part
of this annual celebration. Kids can
listen to the story of Furdm and meet
the heroes of the Megillah, Queen |s-
ther and King Ahashverosh, Come in
costume —prizes will be awarded.

Sunday, February 28
*¥Purim Carnival, 10 am-noon, free
(food available for a small charge).

Temple Emanuel of the Pascack Val-
ley 87 Overlook Drive, Woodcliff Lake,
A -39 10801 www. temple-emanuel .
org. This carnival fealures games. priz-
£, a pupyet show, a service and inter-
active Megillah reading for grades 3-5.
Farticipants are encouraged to come
in costume.
*The Dirty Sock Funtime
Band, lor ages 3 andl
up, 2 pm., ¥ mem-
ber kids, %11 non-
member  kids;  £13
member adults, £16
noemdnember  adolts,
The Jewish Muse-
um. [109 Fifth Avenue,
Manhaltan, 2124233200,
wwarnthejewishmussum, crg.
This band performs infections
Hermer rock for the topsy-turvy holi-
day of Purim. The audizrce is encour-
aged Lo dance and get funky in this
festive museam tradition.
*Annual Purim Carnival, 11 am.-2
pm., admission fee. Fair Lawn Jew-
ish Center/Cong. Bnai lsrael, 10-10
Norma Ave., Fair Lawn; 201-796-5040;
www lljc.com. The focus of this evant
is on games, sand art & goldish, Is-
raell food, cotton candy, and enler-
tainment, including the jugeling of 16-
year-old phencm Lee Welsherger.




