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CD review: 'Chanukah Fever: 13 Macca-beats
for the Whole Family*

By Lisa Lednicer, The Oregonian
September 26, 2009, 5:37AM

Let's face it -- Hanukkah is just not as fun as
Christmas.

Christmas, in theory, celebrates the birth of
Jesus but it's really all about the cookies, the
caroling and the colorfully decorated trees.

Hanukkah, by contrast, commemorates a
military victory. The holiday lasts for eight days
-- which, in theory, means eight days of presents
-- but the defeat of the Selucid Empire at the
hano_is of the Maccabees doesn't make for great View full
music. size

mamadoni.com

Christians get a whole songbook of tunes to sing.
Jews get to sing songs about ... dreidels.

So | was pleasantly surprised to discover "Chanukah Fever: 13 Macca-beats for
the Whole Family" by Mama Doni, aka Doni Zasloff Thomas, a preschool
music teacher in New Jersey.

She wrote the melodies and lyrics for 13 songs such as "Chanukah Fever,"
“Latke Man," "A Land Called Sufganyot" (sufganyot are jelly-filled doughnuts
that are a Hanukkah tradition) and “La Vida Dreidel.” The album is scheduled
for nationwide release in November.

The lyrics are pretty silly -- "Crispy crunchy cool and munchy/Good for

breakfast or for lunchy/Latke man! Oh, latke man!" -- but the tunes are catchy.

Maybe that's because Thomas covers every musical style, from disco to
country to hip-hop to reggae. Your preschoolers will love bopping to the music
and your older ones will laugh at the accents of guests such as "Bubbie”
(grandma).

Pretty soon, the songs may be crowding out the insipid Christmas Muzak we're
all subjected to starting, oh, the day after Halloween.

Play this CD while you're peeling dozens of potatoes for latkes (potato
pancakes). And if you're decorating a tree and baking Christmas cookies, you'll
like it, too.

-- Lisa Lednicer

Get A Fixed Mortgage Now
$200,000 for Only $1,059/Month, Fixed Rate for Life at LendingTree
www. LendingTree.com

1 Tip of aflat belly :
Cut down your belly simply by using this 1 old weird tip.
Fatburningfurnace.com

Douglas Telecom Saves $$$
Telephone Capacity on Demand $12.5/month + 1.5c/minute
DouglasTelecom.com

Recommend (0)

Print this Email this Share this:

‘ Autos ‘ Real Estate ‘ Classifieds ‘ Shop | Place An Ad

Omamas headlines

e Beaverton moms group holds diaper
drive 2:09AM

e NYT offers a Q&A on swine flu vaccine
9:23AM

e Question of the week: Do you plan to
vaccinate your kids against swine flu?
3:49AM

¢ \What happens when an adoption doesn't
work out? 11:45AM

e Learning to read with Portland's own
Bob Books 4:30AM

More: Omamas »

Find out what it means

f—
)
to escape completely. AV OW

Popular Tags

boys breast-feeding breastfeeding
children children's books chores
Facebook health kIdS kindergarten lice
moms nursing omamas Omamas
Oregon parenting parenting tips
Portland safety school sleep toddler

sleep toddlers toys

TIP #3: FERTILIZER

Use organic fertilizer.
Not chemicals.

Take our quiz at CleanRiy dStrea
for a chance to win prizes. »

Most Commented on OregonLive.com

The stories you're talking about

223 Caption contest: Round 54!

10/13/2009 5:37 PM



